Media Release
Significant investment for the performing arts at Monash University
The cultural development of Melbourne's south-east will be further enhanced with a new $45
million performance centre at Monash University, it was announced today.
Victorian Government funding of $10 million and $5 million from The Ian Potter Foundation
will enable this major performing arts project to be realised.
The performance centre is to be named The Ian Potter Centre for Performing Arts in
recognition of the $5 million contribution to this project, and will comprise a revitalised 586seat Alexander Theatre, a much loved foundation building, adjoining two new dynamic
performance venues including a 130-seat Sound Gallery and 200-seat Jazz Club.
Collectively the venues will herald a new era of 21st century performing arts facilities at the
Clayton campus which will further enhance Monash’s commitment to supporting growth in
the performing arts in Melbourne’s south-east by providing state-of-the-art facilities to world
class professional productions, students, community groups, schools and local residents.
Monash University acts as a beacon for community activity and engagement, attracting over
600,000 non-student visitors to University facilities last year, with the Alexander Theatre one
of the drawcards. Designed by Peter Elliott Architecture and Urban Design, the refurbished
Alexander Theatre is expected to open in early 2018 with the adjoining venues to follow.
Monash University President and Vice-Chancellor, Professor Margaret Gardner AO, thanked
the Victorian Government and The Ian Potter Foundation for their generosity and ongoing
commitment to arts and culture.
“The investment by the Victorian Government aids in transforming the Alexander Theatre
into a versatile and truly contemporary performance space, strengthening its historical and
cultural significance in the Greater Melbourne region,” Professor Gardner said.
“The Ian Potter Foundation has shown us such extraordinary support, not just for our current
and ongoing projects, but for our vision and has allowed us to pursue our ambition with our
new performing arts precinct.”
The Minister for Training and Skills the Hon Steve Herbert MLC said the redevelopment will
ensure the campus will remain an exciting community destination for arts and cultural activity
in Melbourne’s south-east.
“This redevelopment isn’t just a win for the staff and students of Monash University; it’s a win
for the local community who will also have access to the state-of-the-art facilities.”
The Ian Potter Foundation Chairman Mr Charles Goode AC said the Foundation was thrilled
to see the transformative project come to fruition.
“Monash University’s arts facilities are vital to the cultural life of the University and to the
community in this rapidly growing corridor of Melbourne. This redevelopment will completely
revitalise the Monash arts precinct, extend the uses of its existing facilities, enhancing their
appeal and creating a dynamic space for the University and the hundreds of community

groups that rely on its venues. We commend the Victorian State Government for recognising
the importance of the arts and music in their support of this initiative,” Mr Goode said.
Executive Director, Monash Academy of Performing Arts, Professor Paul Grabowsky AO,
said he felt privileged to be part of the growth of the University’s cultural and performing arts
offering.
“It’s fantastic to see our iconic performing arts venue progress to the next stage and further
widen its offering across a diverse spectrum of artistic genres. We will continue to attract the
highest calibre of performers to this exciting new space which will provide endless
opportunities for our students, staff and the surrounding community into the future.”

Facts about the Alexander Theatre and two new adjoining venues – collectively to be
named The Ian Potter Centre for Performing Arts


Built in 1967, the Alexander Theatre is one of the finest examples of modernist
architecture, and is a foundation building at Monash Clayton campus.



The Alexander Theatre is named after great Australian philosopher Emeritus Professor
Samuel Alexander, O.M., F.B.A.



Eggleston MacDonald Seacomb Architects originally designed the building and
Rotunda.



Approximately 600,000 non-student visitors attended events at the Monash Clayton
campus last year, with this number projected to grow to over one million in coming
years. (This includes visitors to theatre, sporting and other events open to the public
such as the University’s winter festival,Winterfest).



Approximately 40,000 people attend events at the Alexander Theatre each year.



Local, regional and national performing arts organisations utilise the Alexander Theatre
each year.



Notable performing arts companies who have appeared at the Alexander Theatre
include the Melbourne Theatre Company, Playbox Theatre (now the Malthouse
Theatre), Bell Shakespeare Company, Bangarra Dance Theatre and Chunky Move.



The Alexander Theatre is the first proscenium theatre in Australia to install a Meyer
Sound Constellation active acoustic system, which will enable the room’s acoustics to
be digitally adjusted in real time to achieve optimal sound across a wide spectrum of
performance modes. The system also offers exciting creative and research
opportunities.



The Ian Potter Centre for Performing Arts is designed by Peter Elliott Architecture and
Urban Design.



The new Sound Gallery will be a versatile flat floor performance space (without a stage)
which is able to be transformed to suit a variety of performance modes, functions and
events for 130 people seated or up to 150 standing.



The new Jazz Club will be a live music venue that will have versatile operating modes ,
and include a cafe service during the day and fully catered venue at night. A north
facing glazed wall will open up to a generous outdoor terrace. It will have capacity for up
to 200 guests.
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